
Distributed by:
Virginia Agricultural Statistics Service

P.O. Box 1659
Richmond, VA 23218-1659

Phone (804) 771-2493
FAX Number (804) 771-2651
http://www.nass.usda.gov/va

Steven Manheimer, State Statistician

LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1930 NA NA NA NA
1935 NA NA NA NA
1940 NA NA NA NA
1945 NA NA NA NA
1950 NA NA NA NA
1954 NA NA NA NA
1959 4,790 1,732 12,521 722
1964 4,739 1,400 6,637 315
1969 3,195 1,185 15,884 112
1974 1,728 337 59,244 106
1978 1,314 (D) 46,952 93
1982 1,215 (D) 56,514 192
1987 641 (D) 40,074 64
1992 313 ---- 36,766 96
1997 420 ---- 43,964 119

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 147 156 165

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 10,349 10,393 6,335
Grains 5,647 7,908 4,255
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay, forage, 
  and silage 26 (D) (D)
Other field crops (D) (D) (D)
Vegetables, sweet corn   
  and melons 1,139 563 490
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) 292 248
Nursery and greenhouse 
  products 1,547 1,079 (D)
Forest Products Sold 47 47 ----

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 3,093 6,401 8,060

Poultry and products (D) (D) (D)
Dairy products ---- (D) (D)
Cattle and calves 29 (D) 28
Hogs and pigs 2,965 5,076 7,428
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) ---- (D)
Other livestock and          
 products 85 (D) 88

Total income from sales: 13,442 16,794 14,395

Custom work and other      
 agricultural services: 80 40 (D)

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 34 65 52 43 20 5 1 220
1978 53 63 48 34 23 5 2 215
1982 40 76 53 33 21 4 4 231
1987 31 62 30 16 15 7 4 165
1992 33 55 29 22 7 6 4 156

1997 36 55 26 17 5 8 ---- 147
1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131 89 83 71
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 76 73 76

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 ---- 2 1
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 21 10 9
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 33 27 29
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49 59 32 36
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 21 46 41
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 31 39 31
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 51 55 55
NA  Not available.   ----  Represents zero.
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Princess Anne County and the City of Virginia Beach merged
on January 1, 1963, to form the new City of Virginia Beach.  Princess
Anne County was originally formed from part of Norfolk in 1691.

In 1997, Virginia Beach land in farms totaled 29,958 acres,
or 19 percent of the city's total land area of 158,927 acres.
According to the 1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 147 farms
in the county, each averaging 204 acres in size and worth an
average of $455,016, including land and buildings. 

The topography of the county is level to gently rolling, with
elevations ranging from sea level to just 25 feet.  Temperatures for
the area average a moderate 41 degrees in January and 78 in July.
The frost-free growing season is roughly 237 days,  usually
extending from around March 24 to November 16.  Annual
precipitation averages 47 inches.

While  agriculture is not the primary industry in Virginia
Beach, it is nonetheless an integral part of the county’s economy. In
1997, all farm products sold was $13.4 million.  Crops supplied a full
77 percent of this total, while  livestock, poultry, and poultry products
are also important.  Other products produced in the county include
corn, wheat, strawberries, and potatoes. 

In 1990, the estimated city population was 393,089.  The
total gross personal income that year was $6,956.5 million, or an
average of $17,697 per capita.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1940 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1945 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1950 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1954 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1959 417 60,383 312 34,729 2,403 5,440 964 1,609 11,582
1964 394 62,998 681 37,441 5,400 3,527 970 NA NA
1969 210 52,486 754 36,822 5,616 1,328 220 932 5,178
1974 2/ 220 41,662 1,189 31,259 331 823 261 NA NA
1978 228 43,646 1,939 32,617 1,253 954 613 813 4,173
1982 231 51,275 2,558 40,522 641 776 610 228 5,039
1987 165 39,358 1,932 26,489 4,462 791 490 307 2,741
1992 156 43,332 2,507 34,870 3,171 885 217 474 2,724
1997 147 29,958 2,529 22,707 1,011 824 636 112 3,820    
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS

YEAR
APPLES PEACHES

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total
No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total

1935 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1940 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1945 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1950 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1954* NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1959* 17 65 207 272 17 980 139 1,119
1964* 13 64 293 357 11 61 951 1,012
1969* 1/ NA NA NA NA 1 168 632 800
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978   2/ 7 NA NA NA 6 NA NA NA
1982 9 14 984 998 9 (D) 1,786 (D)
1987 3 NA (D) (D) 4 (D) (D) (D)
1992 6 NA 326 326 7 (D) (D) 2,457
1997 5 (D) (D) (D) 4 (D) (D) (D)

*  Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines.  1/  Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
2/  Data for all farms.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA
1950 2/ NA NA NA NA NA NA
1954 3/ NA NA NA NA NA NA
1959 3/ NA NA 12 1,243 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 10 3,567 NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- 4 1,930 12 13,560
1974 5/ 6/ ---- ---- NA NA 8 (D)
1978 5/ ---- ---- 5 3,319 10 557
1982 ---- ---- 3 2,022 2 (D)
1987 ---- ---- 1 (D) ---- ----
1992 1 (D) 2 (D) 2 (D)

1997 2 (D) 4 (D) ---- ----
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1940 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1945 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1950 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1954 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1959 2/ 10,653 62.2 662,510 3,865 31.1 120,041 14,264 24.1 343,327
1964 9,711 87.5 849,255 4,929 33.9 167,275 21,423 18.1 387,295
1969 8,489 102.0 866,118 9,523 52.4 499,430 18,854 27.2 512,358
1974 10,219 105.0 1,072,802 7,729 39.9 308,509 16,406 24.3 399,294
1978 12,299 109.2 1,343,538 7,210 35.8 258,424 16,339 32.2 526,839
1982 11,817 124.3 1,468,894 14,757 41.5 612,289 22,817 31.2 712,825
1987 8,238 81.7 672,648 8,073 52.5 423,756 14,656 31.2 456,614
1992 8,960 136.0 1,218,741 11,310 46.4 524,944 22,220 36.3 805,652
1997 5,809 107.6  625,100 7,928   58.3 461,922 11,656 32.2 375,786

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 5,782 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1940 8,388 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1945 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1950 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1954 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1959 3,394 1,082 51,101 168 6,690 53 1,295 960 89,690 615 121,417
1964 2,713 650 39,508 1,397 69,767 149 4,217 537 64,893 394 80,842
1969 1,607 275 26,458 205 9,950 7 262 NA NA NA NA
1974 521 45 3,600 NA NA NA NA 320 40,850 70 16,847
1978 828 104 8,475 NA NA NA NA (D) (D) 12 3,282
1982 515 NA NA NA NA NA NA (D) (D) 24 6,930
1987 493 NA NA NA NA NA NA 10 1,240 15 (D)
1992 652 NA NA NA NA NA NA (D) (D) (D) (D)
1997 790 NA NA NA NA NA NA (D) (D) (D) (D)
1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.   

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 6,792 NA NA 200 284 NA NA
1940 5,816 NA NA 811 1,135 NA NA
1945 3,365 NA NA 776 1,106 NA NA
1950 2,543 NA NA 999 1,396 94 115
1954 2,432 NA NA 1,425 2,336 NA NA
1959 1,574 425 1,436 977 1,473 NA NA
1964 1,721 206 727 945 1,377 320 541
1969 455 13 26 85 173 99 218
1974 278 NA NA 174 387 46 56
1978 556 NA NA 460 1,426 47 107
1982 (D) NA NA 519 1,154 28 54
1987 216 NA NA 146 143 NA NA
1992 596 (D) (D) 397 623 NA NA
1997 737 (D) (D) 601 984 NA NA

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
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